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11_1 . (C)  Upon  taking  office  on  March  1,  2005,  the  Vazquez 
government  renewed  diplomatic  relations  with  Cuba. 

The  GOU  opened  an  Embassy  in  Havana  on  June  30,  2005,  and 
Cuba's  ambassador  to  Uruguay  was  sworn  in  on  November  7,  2005. 

V2 . (C)  President  Vazquez  in  June  2008  made  his  only 
official  visit  to  the  island  since  taking  office  in  2005. 
Accompanied  by  the  ministers  of  foreign  relations, 
agriculture,  development,  finance  and  public  health, 

Vazquez  held  official  talks  with  Raul  and  Fidel  Castro 
and  signed  14  cooperation  agreements  in  the  areas  of 
expanding  medical,  scientific  research  and  social 
development  initiatives.  During  the  visit,  Vazquez 
extended  an  invitation  for  Cuban  President  Raul  Castro 
to  visit  Uruguay  in  2009. 

11_3 . (C)  Overall,  the  GOU ' s involvement  with  Cuba  is  limited 

to  a few  areas  of  medical  and  scientific  cooperation.  In 
2005,  the  GOU  accepted  Cuba's  offer  to  conduct 
ophthalmological  interventions  free  of  charge  for  Uruguayan 
cataract  patients,  under  a program  called  "Operacion  Milagro" 
("Operation  Miracle").  The  program  has  now  been  terminated. 

The  Cuban  government  also  offers  scholarships  for  Uruguayan 
medical  students,  with  about  40  Uruguayan  medical  students 
graduating  in  Cuba  every  year.  Post  is  not  aware  of  any 
Uruguayan  investments  in  Cuba  or  Cuban  investments  in 
Uruguay,  nor  of  any  bilateral  trade  agreements  between 
Uruguay  and  Cuba.  A Cuban  literacy  program  called  "I  can" 
was  launched  in  March  2007,  targeting  literacy  problems  with 
adults . 
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